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                        The Sparrow PDF is a novel by Mary Doria Russell, first published in 1996 by Random House. The book has won several awards, including the Arthur C. Clarke and James Tiptree Jr. awards.





The novel is set shortly, when a group of Jesuit priests and scientists embark on a mission to the planet Rakhat, after receiving radio signals from there that suggest the existence of intelligent extraterrestrial life. The group, led by Father Emilio Sandoz, travels to the planet and makes contact with the native species, the Runa and the Jana’ata. The story follows their interactions and the disastrous consequences that follow.

One of the main themes of the book is the conflict between science and religion, as the Jesuit priests and the scientists have different beliefs and approaches toward the mission. Another major theme is the idea of first contact with alien civilizations and the potential risks and benefits of such encounters. The novel also explores the concept of cultural misunderstandings and the impact of colonization.

The book is available in several formats, including paperback, hardcover, ebook, and audiobook. It has been translated into multiple languages and has become a bestseller in many countries. The publisher of the book is Ballantine Books, an imprint of Random House. The original publishing date of the book is September 1996.
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About the Author

Mary Doria Russell is an American author and anthropologist. She was born on August 19, 1950, in Chicago, Illinois. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Cultural Anthropology from the University of Illinois and her Ph.D. in Paleoanthropology from the University of Michigan.



Russell worked as a paleoanthropologist for several years before transitioning to writing full-time. Her debut novel, “The Sparrow,” was published in 1996 and received critical acclaim, winning several awards including the Arthur C. Clarke Award and the James Tiptree Jr. Award.

She has since published several other novels, including its sequel “Children of God,” “A Thread of Grace,” “Dreamers of the Day,” and “Epitaph.” Her work has been translated into over a dozen languages and has been widely praised for its depth, humanity, and insight into the human condition.

Russell’s writing is characterized by her interdisciplinary approach, blending elements of science fiction, historical fiction, and cultural anthropology. Her work often explores themes of faith, spirituality, and the impact of historical events on individuals and societies.
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	Author	Mary Doria Russell


	Original language	English
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Multiple Languages Editions of The Sparrow Book

The Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell has been translated into many languages, including Spanish, French, German, Italian, Dutch, Japanese, and Korean, among others. The availability of language editions may vary by region and publisher.
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The Sparrow Summary

“The Sparrow” by Mary Doria Russell is a science fiction novel that tells the story of a group of Jesuit priests and scientists who embark on a mission to the planet Rakhat after discovering radio signals that suggest the existence of intelligent extraterrestrial life.

The main character is Father Emilio Sandoz, a Jesuit priest and linguist who is chosen to lead the mission. Along with a team of scientists and other priests, they travel to the planet and make contact with the native species, the Runa and the Jana’ata.

At first, their interactions with the natives are peaceful and cordial, and they start to learn about their culture and way of life. However, things turn dark when Father Sandoz is betrayed and captured by the Jana’ata, who brutally torture and rape him.

The rest of the team is devastated by this turn of events and struggles to cope with the trauma. They are forced to make difficult decisions as they try to rescue Father Sandoz and navigate the dangerous political landscape of Rakhat.

In the end, the mission is a failure, and the survivors return to Earth with heavy hearts and shattered dreams. Father Sandoz is deeply traumatized by his experiences and struggles to come to terms with what happened to him on Rakhat.

Similar Books to The Sparrow Book

	Rendezvous with Rama
	The Three-Body Problem
	The Cole Protocol
	It Can’t Happen Here


FAQs(Frequently Asked Questions)

What is the book The Sparrow about? 

“The Sparrow” is a science fiction novel about a group of Jesuit priests and scientists who undertake a mission to a distant planet after receiving extraterrestrial signals, exploring themes of faith, culture clash, and the consequences of interstellar exploration.

How old is Sparrow in the book Sparrow? 

The age of Sparrow, the main character in the book, is not explicitly stated as the term “sparrow” is used metaphorically to represent the journey and experiences of the characters.

Is The Sparrow a religious book?

While “The Sparrow” touches on religious themes and features Jesuit priests as central characters, it is not strictly classified as a religious book. It examines the intersection of faith and science, raising philosophical and moral questions.

What is significance of the title The Sparrow? 

The significance of the title “The Sparrow” is metaphorical, representing the fragility and vulnerability of humanity as it explores the unknown and encounters alien civilizations.

What is the story of fall of a sparrow? 

“The Sparrow” does not specifically refer to the story of the fall of a sparrow. The title is metaphorical and open to interpretation based on the themes and events depicted in the novel.
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  Maggie

		Hello, I'm Maggie! I love reading, and I think of myself as an online librarian. Here you will find all the best books of the year, the latest award-winning books, and generally all the books that you must read in your life.
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